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FELLOWSHIP 
Parents Raising Their Children According to  

the Up-To-Date Vision in the Lord’s Recovery 

On November 18, 2007, this special fellowship was given to the saints at the Church in Santa 
Clara. The primary burden of this fellowship was titled: The Vision and Importance of the Next 
Generation. This is the fifth of five portions. 
 

The Atmosphere in the Family Should Be One of Love 
 
The way a child grows up depends on the atmosphere in his family. If a child does not receive 
any nurturing love as he grows up, he will become stubborn, individualistic, and rebellious. Many 
people cannot get along with others in their adult life because they did not experience love in the 
family as a child. They saw only quarrels, arguments, and fights in the family. Children from such 
families grow up abnormally. Those who come from such abnormal families surely grow up to be 
lonely people. They will be antagonistic toward others. 

Because they feel inferior in their heart, they try to boost their self-image by considering 
themselves better than others. All those who have an inferiority complex have a tendency to exalt 
themselves. This is their means of offsetting their own inferiority. 

Many bad elements in society such as robbers and rebels come from families which are void of 
love. Their personality becomes warped, and they turn against their fellow man when they grow 
up. When they come to the church, they bring their problems with them. I feel that half of the 
work of the church can be done by good parents. But this work falls upon our shoulders today 
because there are few good parents. New believers should see that they should treat their children 
in a proper way. A family must be filled with an atmosphere of love and tenderness. There must 
be genuine love. Children who grow up from such families will become normal persons. 
 

Parents Must Learn to Be Friends to Their Children 
 
Parents must learn to be friends to their children. Never allow your children to distance 
themselves from you. Never make yourself unapproachable. Please remember that friendship is 
built upon communication; it does not come by birth. You must learn to approach your children. 
Be happy to help them so that they will tell you when they encounter problems and seek your 
counsel when they are weak. They should not go to others when they are weak. They should be 
able to tell you their successes as well as their failures. You should be their good friend, the 
approachable and helpful one to them. They should look to you when they are weak and 
fellowship with you when they are successful. We have to be friends to them. When they are 
weak, they should be able to come to us for help. We should not be a judge on the throne but a 
help to them. We should be there whenever they need help, and we should be able to sit down 
with them and discuss problems with them. They should be able to seek counsel from us as from 
friends. In a family the parents must earn so much trust from their children that they become their 
friends. If a parent will do this, he or she will have done the right thing. 

You have to learn this lesson from the time the children are young. How dear and near your 
children are to you depends on how you treat them the first twenty years of their lives. If they are 
not near to you the first twenty years of their lives, they will not be near to you when they are 
thirty or forty years old. They will drift further and further away from you. Many children do not 
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like to be near their parents. They are not friends to them and there is no sweet relationship 
between them. They go to their parents when they have problems in a way that resembles a 
criminal going before a judge. You must work to such an extent that your children will come and 
seek your advice first when they have problems. They must feel comfortable confiding in you. If 
you can achieve this, you will find few problems in your family. In fact, all problems will be 
solved. (The Collected Works of Watchman Nee, Volume 49, pp. 542-546) 

 
 
Books by Watchman Nee and Witness Lee, published by Living Stream Ministry, 2431 W. La 
Palma Ave., Anaheim, California 92801. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved. 

 
 


